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fident precedence: magnificent in  the intoxicating 
sweep of his open-weave mantle, the glo~y of his 
scan, his hide sandals . .'. the arrogant curve of 

i~~el~propriate even where deities ale co~~cerned. 
Indeed. rather than a pantheon of individual 
cl~aroclers, the ancient books of the hte.~ica tend 

his lipplug". lo show the interchange of qualities and charnc- Codex. that great ellcyclopaedia of Aztec life awarc~~essoftl~eearll~'sgreater fate. 

by surveynlg 11s own soulrcs. I rlrouglluut. iulonmiltL:. u#.at uLtuwn*...~..-.a, ..-.- ....- ...- ........ 
Clendinnen's guide is the collection of sixteenth- 
century Nahuatl texts known as the Florenrit~e 

to serve as sacred moments in  both time and 
space,co-ordinatingdaily andseasonal taskswith 

But one doubt remains. Althougl~ the progress- 
ive invasion of Asheninka land is frequently re- 
ferred to in  passing, throughout the book, the 
possibility that many Asl~ininka !nay have wel- 
comed the MIR, not simply for atavistic cultural 
reasons, but as a pragn~atic response to the colon- 
ist invasion, is. not systeniatically considered. 
A number of leading shanlal~s may have seen 
Lobat6n and his men as reincarnations of the srnl 
god, but l~orv broadly was this view shared? Wcrc 
there also Inore nlundane reasons for rallying to 
ll1eguerrilla7 

I t  used to be widely claimed that the involve- 
ment ofindigenouscommunitieswith theSendero 
Lu~ninoso movement could be put down to some 
for111 of irrational n~illenarinnis~n. This view - 
typically associated with advisers to the counter- 
insurgency campaign - is now vigorously con- 
lested by scholars who have personal field ex- 
~~erience in  the area. Inevitably, tllis makes one 
cal~lious about nccepling similar claims with re- 
gard to this earlier example of indigenous 
collaboratiot~witl~insurgents. 

What i s  not in  doubt is that for the Asl~dninkn. 
the oulcolnc of the MI I t  campaign was un- 
remittingly tragic. Many Indianswere killed, their 
co~nmunities were bombed, and since a good 
nun~berof Ashaninka supported the government. 
it left a legacy of mutual recrimination. As late as 
1989, tile MRI'A, a guerrilla group wl~ich sees 
itself ns the heir of the MIR. murdered an eminent 
Asl16ninkaleatlerwl1o1ntheyaccusedofcollabora- 
tion in 1965. Other Ashgninka leaders have been 
killed by Sendero Luminoso. Meanwhile tlle 
Invasion of AsllRnInka lands by colonists is more 
intensive than ever befoie. No wonder. then, i f  
some Ashdninka sl~a~nans are still convinced Illat 
the apocalypse must finally be at hand. 

T he history of Amazonia is marked by infre- 
quent but dramatic outbreaks of millen- 
arianism in which indigenous communities 

have become convinced that the present world 
7iill soon end, colonists of all kinds will be ex- 
pelled acd the Indians will take over their goods. 
Suclt movements have often been syncretic, in- 
cnrporating utopian elements of Christianity and. 
other aspects of European culture. They have 
lrequcntly been led by individuals who are 
either from outside the community or have been 
extensively involved in non-Indian life. 

A remarkable example of such millenarianisn~ 
appears to have broken out in the central Peru- 
rian Amazon in 1965. I n  that year. a Marxist 
euerrilla group, the MIR, was pushed out of the 
niol~ntains above Iduaricayo. by an intensive 
counter-insurgency operation and retreated east- 
wards, down into the Amazonian foothills. I-lere 
they waged a largely ineffectual campaign, 
assaultinga number of policestations and rarlches 
before they were surrounded by the army. Those 
who were not killed in battle, died in captivity. 
Sorne were shot "while trying to escape". otl~ers 
were mmoured to have beensimply tl~rownout of 
a helicopter over the forest. . 

Despite its military insignificance, the episode 
excited great national interest. and was inter- 
preted by means of a number of deeply en- 
trenched cultural tropes. The leader of the guer- 
rillas. GuillermoLobat6n. wasa black p-lessorof of 
philosophy from a humble backgrouncl in Lilna, 
who had studied at the Sorbonne. He was said to 
speak seven languages and lobhave travelled 
widely in Europe. A photograph ,of the time 
showshim posed with aclassicalstatueof Hermes 
above his head. Convinced of the need for radical 
cl~ange in Latin America, he later went to Cuba, 
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wl~ere 11e receivetl ~ni!itary training. For many 
Peruvians, including the young then-leftist Mario 
Vargas Llosn. Lobat6n was a highly romantic 
figure. But for others. he represented a deep- 
seatetl tl~reat, particularly when. after the with- 
tlrawal down to An~azonia, 11e and 11is men were 
supported by 111e local Indian population. the 
Asl~aninka. 

War of Shadows seeks to draw all the strands of 
these events together. The autl~ors are antl~ropo- 
logists who, l~aving carried out fieldwork of a 
cor~ventional kind in an Amazonian cornmunily, 
researching the "tleep I~istory" of indigenous 
mytl~ology, found themselves drawn subse- 
quently into practical matters relating to land 
titles, health care and agric~~ltural development. 
This led them to consider the "near I~istory" of 
recent politicaleventstoaccount for present reali- 
ties. But, ironically, the more they looked into 
tl~ese events, the more they were cast back on to 

mythology to explain t l~en~.  
For the central thesis of the book is tllat the 

Ashaninka welcomed the M IK  because certain 
shamanic authorities identified tltem as spirits 
sent by pnvd, the Father Sun, to overturn the 
world, drive out tl~ose who l ~ad  invaded India11 
lancls and restore t l ~ e ~ n  to their rigl~tful owners. 
Nor was this the first time that the AshAninka had 
looked to messiahs from outside. ' l l ~e  most cele- 
brated case was that of Juan Santos Atal~uall~a. 
probably of Andean Indian origin. who ill tile 
mid-eigl~t,eentl~ century let1 a rebellion in the 
I'eruvian Amazon that effectively liberated it 
from Spanish control. Subsequently, they had 
turnetl to other unlikely saviours. incl~rding Ille 
notorious ni~~etee~~th-ccr~tury rubl)er baron. 
Fitzcarrald, and in the early twentieth century, a 
North American missionary whose Sevent11-day 
Adventism had a particular attraction to an 
indigenous people with their own apocalyptic 
tradition. 

In  making their case. Micl~ael P. nrown and 
Eduardo Fernindez have produced a highly read- 
able narrative based on a most impressive variety 
of sources, ranging from obscere historical docu- 
ments to interviews with many of those directly 
involved, from both sides of the conflict. From 
time to time, the account strays perhaps just a 
little too far down sonle side-street, but overall it 
provides an excellent exan~ple of how liistorical 
scholarship and an awnreness of contemporary 
polilics may be combined in  a mutually reinforc- 
ing way with the insights derived fro~n intimate 
ethnograpl~icenquiry. 




