


I. Introduction 

I chose to do my research on a topic that directly affects all of the 

residents of the Pittsburgh area. The research deals with the current 

water quality of the three rivers of Pittsburgh: the Allegheny, the 

Monongahela and the Ohio. Our drinking water is drawn from these rivers. 

I am inteiested in learning about the quality of the water before it is 

treated; I hope to reassure my family and friends that there is nothing in 

the river water that could pass through treatment plants and cause harm. 

. II. Pennsylvania Policy 

Section 691.4 of the Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law determines 

the specific importance of clean water as is relevant to the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Figure 1 shows this: 

691.4. DECLARATION OF POLICY 
( I )  Clean. unpolluted streams are ab- 

solutely essential if Pennsylvania is to at- 
tract new manufscturin ?industries and to 
develop Penney -I--= vania's full  share of the 
tourist industry, and 

(2) Clean. unpolluted water is absolutely 
essential i t '  Pennsylvanians are to have 
i~dequ;~te out of' door recreational facilities 
in the decades ahead. . - . .  . . .  

(3) It is the objectrve of' the Clean 
Streams Law not only to prevent f'urther 
pollution of the waters of the Com- 
monwealth, but also to reclaim and restore 
to a clean, unpolluted condition every 
stream in Pennsylvania that is presently 
polluted: 

(4) The prevention and elimination of 
wilter pollution is recognized as being 
directly related to the economic I'uture of 
the Commonwealth. and 

(5) The achievement of the objective 
herein set forth requires a comprehensive 
program of  watershed management and 
control. 

l I I. History and Setting 

Pittsburgh was well-known in the past as the 'Steel City', one thatr 

thrived on its steel and coal industries. The Pittsburgh area has always 

been 

steel 

Etna, 
\ 

a major c d a ~ - ~ r o d u c i n ~  region, which made it a perfect location for 

production. Appendix A (Map 1 ) highlights coal towns (Tarentum, 

New ~ens in~ ton ) ,  steel towns (Homestead, McKees Rocks) as well as 


















































