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Steven  Nafziger  
snafzige@williams.edu  

  
  
Address:     Williams  College  
      Department  of  Economics  
      Schapiro  Hall  
      24  Hopkins  Hall  Drive    
      Williamstown,  MA  01267  
      (413)  597-­‐‑2101  
  
Education:  
  

Yale  University:  Ph.D.  (2006),  M.  Phil.  (2003),  and  M.A.  (2002)  in  Economics  
Dissertation:  Communal  Institutions,  Resource  Allocation,  and  Russian  Economic  
Development:  1861-­‐‑1905  
Winner  of  the  Alexander  Gerschenkron  Prize  (Best  Dissertation  in  Non-­‐‑
North  American  Economic  History),  Economic  History  Association,  2007  

  
   St.  Petersburg  Pedagogical  University:  Certificate  in  Russian  Language  (2003)  
  

Northwestern  University:  B.A.  (2000)  in  Economics  and  History  
Magna  cum  laude,  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  and  Departmental  Honors  (Economics)    

  
Current  Positions  
     
   Associate  Professor  of  Economics  (with  tenure),  Williams  College,  2012  –    
  

Center  Associate,  Davis  Center  for  Russian  and  Eurasian  Studies,  Harvard  
University,  2013-­‐‑16  

  
Previous  Positions  
  

Instructor,  Harvard  University  Summer  School,  2014  
   Assistant  Professor  of  Economics,  Williams  College,  2006  –  2012  

Visiting  Associate  in  Economics,  Division  of  Humanities  and  Social  Sciences,    
   California  Institute  of  Technology,  2009-­‐‑2010     
Teaching  Fellow,  Department  of  Economics,  Yale  University,  2002-­‐‑2004,  2006  
Research  Assistant,  Carolyn  Moehling,  Department  of  Economics,  Yale  University,    
   2002  
Research  Assistant,  Joel  Mokyr,  Department  of  Economics,  Northwestern  

University,  1999-­‐‑2000  
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Research  Publications  
  

“Russian  Inequality  on  the  Eve  of  Revolution”  (with  Peter  Lindert),  The  Journal  of    
   Economic  History  74.3  (2014):  767-­‐‑798.  

- NBER  Working  Paper  18383,  September  2012.  
  

“Peasants  and  Politicians:  Agricultural  Change  and  Rural  Political  Institutions  in  
Nizhnii  Novgorod  Province,  1861-­‐‑1906”  in  Ellen  Hillbom  and  Patrick  
Svensson,  eds.,  Agricultural  Transformation  in  a  Global  History  Perspective.  
London:  Routledge  Press,  2013.  

  
“Micro  Perspectives  on  Russian  Living  Standards,  1750-­‐‑1917,”  (with  Tracy  

Dennison),  The  Journal  of  Interdisciplinary  History  42.3  (2013):  397-­‐‑441.  
  

“Big  BRICs,  Weak  Foundations:  The  Beginnings  of  Public  Primary  Education  in  
Brazil,  Russia,  India,  and  China,  1880-­‐‑1930,”  (with  Latika  Chaudhary,  
Aldo  Musacchio,  and  Se  Yan)  Explorations  in  Economic  History  49  (2012):  
221-­‐‑240.  
- Summary  published  as  “Decentralising  Education:  Evidence  from  the  

BRICs”  at  www.voxeu.org,  March  26,  2012.  
- NBER  Working  Paper  17852,  February  2012.  

  
“Serfdom,  Emancipation,  and  Off-­‐‑Farm  Labor  Mobility  in  Russia,  1861-­‐‑1900,”  

Economic  History  of  Developing  Regions  27.1  (2012):  1-­‐‑37.  
- Lead  article  

  
“Did  Ivan’s  Vote  Matter?  The  Case  of  the  Zemstvo  in  Tsarist  Russia,”  European  

Review  of  Economic  History  15  (2011):  393-­‐‑441.  
  
“Peasant  Communes  and  Factor  Markets  in  Late  Nineteenth-­‐‑Century  Russia,”  

Explorations  in  Economic  History  47.4  (2010):  381-­‐‑402.  
- Co-­‐‑Winner,  2011  Explorations  Prize  for  best  article  published  in  
Explorations  in  Economic  History  in  the  preceding  year  

  
“Communal  Institutions,  Resource  Allocation,  and  Russian  Economic  

Development:  1861-­‐‑1905,”  The  Journal  of  Economic  History  (June  2008):  570-­‐‑  
575.  

  
Working  and  Submitted  Papers  
  

“Communal  Property  Rights  and  Land  Redistributions  in  Late-­‐‑Tsarist  Russia,”    
   Revise  and  Resubmit.  
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“Decentralization,  Fiscal  Structure,  and  Local  State  Capacity  in  Late-­‐‑Imperial    
   Russia,”  Working  paper,  2014.  
  
“The  Political  Economy  of  Rural  Primary  Education  in  Tsarist  Russia”  (with    
   Timur  Natkhov)  Working  paper,  2012.  

     
   “Russian  Serfdom,  Emancipation,  and  Land  Inequality:  New  Evidence,”    
      Working  paper,  2013.    
  
   “Understanding  the  Process  of  Russian  Serf  Emancipation,”  Working  paper,    
      2014.  

  
“Corporate  Form,  Capital  Structure,  and  Economic  Development  in  Late-­‐‑Tsarist    
   Russia”  (with  Amanda  Gregg),  2014.  

  
   “The  Substitutability  of  Collective  Action  and  Representation:  Theory  and  Evidence    
      from  Russia’s  Great  Reforms”  (with  Paul  Dower,  Evgeny  Finkel  and  Scott    
      Gelbach),  2015  
  
   “State  and  Market  in  Russian  Industrialization,  1870-­‐‑2010”  (with  Andrei    
      Markevich),  2015  
  
   “The  Long-­‐‑Run  Consequences  of  Russian  Serfdom”  (with  Johannes  Buggle),  2015  
  

“The  Sick  Man’s  Grandchildren:  The  Ottoman  Legacy  for  Eastern  Europe’s    
   Informal  Economy”  (with  Ivan  Badinski),  2014  
  
“An  Economic  Analysis  of  Prostitution  in  Tsarist  Russia”  (with  Jessica  Bean),  2015  

  
Research  in  Progress  
     
   Serfdom,  Emancipation,  and  the  Political  Economy  of  Development  in  Tsarist  Russia  

(tentative  title;  book  project)  
  

“What  Did  Zemstva  Do?  Local  Government  Activity  in  Tsarist  Russia”  
  

“Paying  the  Piper?  Peasant  Tax  Arrears  in  Late  Imperial  Russia”  
  
   “Railroads,  Market  Development,  and  Agricultural  Specialization  in  Tsarist  Russia”    
      (with  Michael  Kopsidis)    
  

“Bargaining  it  Out:  The  Economics  of  Russian  Serf  Emancipation  and  Land    
   Reform,”  (tentative  title;  with  Paul  Dower  and  Andrei  Markevich)  
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Other  Publications  
  
   Book  Review:  Robert  E.  Jones,  Bread  Upon  the  Waters:  The  St.  Petersburg  Grain    
      Trade  and  the  Russian  Economy,  1703-­‐‑1811,  The  Journal  of  Economic  History    
      (forthcoming)  
  

Book  Review:  Katherine  Pickering  Antonova,  An  Ordinary  Marriage:  The  World  of    
a  Gentry  Family  in  Provincial  Russia,  The  Journal  of  Interdisciplinary  History  
44.3  (2014):  394-­‐‑396.  

  
Book  Review:  Catherine  Evtuhov,  Portrait  of  a  Province:  Economy,  Society,  and  

Civilization  in  Nineteenth-­‐‑Century  Nizhnii  Novgorod  Province,  The  Journal  
of  Interdisciplinary  History  43.4  (2013):  632-­‐‑635.  

  
   Book  Review:  Tracy  Dennison,  The  Institutional  Framework  of  Russian  Serfdom,  

Economic  History  Review  65.4  (2012):  1597-­‐‑1598.  
- Also  reviewed  for  EH.Net  Economic  History  Services,  July  2013,  

http://eh.net/book_reviews/institutional-­‐‑framework-­‐‑russian-­‐‑serfdom  
  
   Book  Review:  Carol  S.  Leonard,  Agrarian  Reform  in  Russia:  The  Road  from  

Serfdom,  Historia  Agraria  56  (2012):  197-­‐‑200.  
  

Book  Review:  Mark  Harrison  (editor),  Guns  and  Rubles:  The  Defense  Industry  in    
   the  Stalinist  State.  EH.Net  Economic  History  Services,  December  2008.    
   http://eh.net/book_reviews/guns-­‐‑and-­‐‑rubles-­‐‑defense-­‐‑industry-­‐‑stalinist-­‐‑  

      state  
  

Book  Review:  Robert  Service,  Comrades!  A  History  of  World  Communism,  
Journal  of  Economic  Literature  46.2  (2008):  446-­‐‑448.  
  

Book  Review:  Stephen  F.  Williams,  Liberal  Reform  in  an  Illiberal  Regime:  The    
Creation  of  Private  Property  in  Russia,  1906-­‐‑1915.  EH.Net  Economic  History  
Services,  July  2007.  http://eh.net/book_reviews/liberal-­‐‑reform-­‐‑illiberal-­‐‑
regime-­‐‑creation-­‐‑private-­‐‑property-­‐‑russia-­‐‑1906-­‐‑1915  

  
“Land  Redistributions  and  the  Russian  Peasant  Commune  in  the  Nineteenth    

Century,”  Conference  Proceedings,  The  Economic  History  Society  Annual  
Conference,  University  of  Exeter,  March  30  –  April  1,  2007,  33-­‐‑38.  

  
Book  Review:  Grigory  Ioffe,  Tatyana  Nefedova,  and  Ilya  Zaslavsky,  The  End  of    

Peasantry?  The  Disintegration  of  Rural  Russia,  Journal  of  Regional  Science  
47.4  (2007):  848-­‐‑850.  
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Book  Review:  Thomas  C.  Owen,  Dilemmas  of  Russian  Capitalism:  Fedor  Chizhov  and    

Corporate  Enterprise  in  the  Railroad  Age.  EH.Net  Economic  History  Services,  
June  2005.  http://eh.net/book_reviews/dilemmas-­‐‑russian-­‐‑capitalism-­‐‑fedor-­‐‑
chizhov-­‐‑and-­‐‑corporate-­‐‑enterprise-­‐‑railroad-­‐‑age    

  
Grants,  Fellowships,  and  Awards  
  

Oakley  Center  Fellow,  2014-­‐‑15  
  
Finalist,  Yegor  Gaidar  Fellowship  in  Economics  (declined;  withdrew),  2014  
  
Class  of  1945  World  Fellowship,  Williams  College,  2009-­‐‑2010  and  2014-­‐‑2015  
  
Sabbatical  Grant,  Williams  College,  2014  
  
NSF  Sub-­‐‑Contracted  Award,  “Global  Price  and  Income  History,”  Phase  III  (2010  

-­‐‑2012)  and  Phase  IV  (2012-­‐‑2014)  
  
2011  Explorations  Prize  for  best  article  published  in  Explorations  in  Economic  History  
  
Hellman  Fellowship,  Williams  College,  2009-­‐‑2010  
  
Associate,  Summer  Research  Laboratory,  Russia,  East  European,  and  Eurasian  

Center  of  the  University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana-­‐‑Champaign,  2009  and  2010  
  
Kennan  Institute  Short-­‐‑Term  Research  Grant,  Woodrow  Wilson  Center  for  

International  Scholars,  2008  
  
Early  Career  Travel  Grant,  British  Academy,  2008  
  
Dissertation  Fellowship,  Economic  History  Association,  2005  
  
Advanced  Research  Fellowship,  U.S.  Department  of  State,  Program  for  Research  

and  Training  on  Eastern  Europe  and  the  Independent  States  of  the  Former  
Soviet  Union  (Title  VIII),  2004  

  
Conference  and  Seminar  Presentations  
  

2006:   Yale  University,  University  of  Essex,  Williams  College,  University  of  York,  
Cliometric  Society  conference,  University  of  British  Columbia  
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2007:   Economic  History  Society  meetings,  Economic  History  Association  
meetings,  European  Historical  Economics  Society  meetings,  Social  Science  
History  Association  meetings,  Williams  College,  Binghamton  University  

2008:   Harvard  University,  Canadian  Network  for  Economic  History  conference,  
All-­‐‑University  of  California  Economic  History  Conference,  World  
Cliometric  Conference,  Economic  History  Association  meetings,  Yale  
University,  Queen’s  University,  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  
of  Slavic  Studies  conference  

2009:   Allied  Social  Science  Association  meetings,  Economic  History  Society  
meetings,  Columbia  University,  World  Economic  History  Congress,  UC  
Davis  

2010:   UCLA,  Stanford  University,  UC  Irvine,  New  Economic  School  (Moscow),  XI  
International  Academic  Conference  on  Economic  and  Social  Development  
(Higher  School  of  Economics,  Moscow),  Economic  History  Association  
meetings,  U  Mass  –  Amherst,  Wesleyan  University,  Washington  Area  
Economic  History  Seminar,  European  Review  of  Economic  History  Fast  Track  
meeting  

2011:   ESF  /  Global  Price  and  Income  History  Conference  (Venice,  Italy),  Economic  
History  Society  conference  (Cambridge,  England),  Harvard  University  
(invited  but  declined),  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Williams  College,  “The  
Quantitative  Economic  History  of  Eastern  Europe  in  the  Twentieth  
Century”  conference  (Groningen,  Netherlands  –  invited  but  declined)  

2012:   Annual  Conference  of  the  Presidential  Academy  of  the  National  Economy  
(Moscow),  World  Economic  History  Congress  (Stellenbosch,  South  Africa),  
Economic  History  Association  meetings,  Harvard  University,  Yale  
University  

2013:   Middlebury  College,  Caltech  /  All-­‐‑UC  conference  on  Economic  and  Political  
Inequality,  London  School  of  Economics,  Oxford  University,  University  of  
Warwick,  University  of  Helsinki,  World  Congress  of  Cliometrics  (Honolulu,  
HI),  Program  in  Economic  History  conference,  Yale  University  

2014:   Economic  History  Society  meetings,  Warwick  University  economic  history  
conference,  University  of  Mannheim,  Industrialization  in  the  Poor  Periphery  
conference  (Oxford,  England),  Uppsala  University,  Lund  University,  Berlin  
Colloquium  in  Economic  History  (declined),  Asian  Historical  Economics  
Society  conference  (Istanbul)  

2015:     Allied  Social  Science  Association  meetings  (Association  of  Comparative  
Economic  Studies  session),  World  Economic  History  Congress  (Kyoto,  
Japan;  scheduled)  

  
Courses  Taught  
  
   Principles  of  Microeconomics  (Williams  College)  

Principles  of  Macroeconomics  (Williams  College  and  Harvard  University)  
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Economics  of  Developing  Countries  (Williams  College)  
   American  Economic  History  (Williams  College)  
   European  Economic  History  (Williams  College)  
   Research  in  Economic  History  (Williams  College)  
   Global  Economic  History  (Williams  College,  tutorial  format)  
   The  Economics  of  Innovation  and  Technological  Change  (Williams  College;    
      Spring  2016)  
   The  Economic  Crisis  in  Eastern  Europe  (Williams  College,  independent  study)  
   Topics  in  American  Economic  History  (Williams  College,  independent  study)  
   Russian  Economic  Development  from  Stalin  to  Putin  (Williams  College,  

independent  study)  
Viewing  U.S.  Economic  History  Through  the  Visual  Arts  (Williams  College,    
   Winter  Study  course)  

   Public  Speaking  (Williams  College,  Winter  Study  course)  
  
College  and  Department  Service  
  
   Member,  Committee  on  Undergraduate  Life,  Williams  College,  2013-­‐‑2014     
  

Member,  Upper-­‐‑Class  Residential  Life  Advisory  Committee,  2013-­‐‑14  
  
Member,  New  Dormitory  Construction  Committee,  Williams  College,  2014-­‐‑  
  
Williams  College  Teaching  Roundtable  participant,  2008,  2009,  2011,  and  2013.  

  
   Oakley  Center  for  the  Humanities  and  Social  Sciences,  Williams  College,  

Discussion  group  participant,  2012-­‐‑2013;  and  organizer,  2015.  
     
   Member,  Sawyer  Quadrangle  Committee,  Williams  College,  2012-­‐‑  

  
Faculty  Program  Director,  Currier  Neighborhood,  Williams  College,  2010-­‐‑13  and    
   2014  
  
Organizer,  Mellon  23  Workshop,  “Economic  History  and  Development:  

Common  Insights,”  Williams  College,  October  2010.  
  
Advisor,  Mellon-­‐‑WCURF  Fellow  Felix  Owusu  (2009)  
  

   Member,  Williams  College  Athletic  Committee,  2007-­‐‑2009  
  

Credit  and  Study  Abroad  Coordinator,  Department  of  Economics,  Williams  
College,  2011-­‐‑2014     
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   Curriculum  Committee,  Department  of  Economics,  Williams  College,  2011;  2015  
  

Faculty  Hiring  Committee,  Department  of  Economics,  Williams  College,  2008-­‐‑9  
  

Postgraduate  Advisor,  Department  of  Economics,  Williams  College,  2007-­‐‑8  
  
Organizer,  Brownbag  Seminar,  Department  of  Economics,  Williams  College,  

2006-­‐‑7  and  2013-­‐‑14  
     
   Thesis  Advisor,  Department  of  Economics,  Williams  College:  Ivan  Badinski  

(2013-­‐‑2014)  
  

Thesis  Advisor,  Program  in  Political  Economy,  Williams  College:  Kyle  Victor  
  (2010-­‐‑2011)  

  
Second  Reader  on  Honors  Theses,  Department  of  Economics,  Williams  College:    

Laurence  Dworkin  (2007),  Joseph  Song  (2008),  T.  Sam  Jensen  (2011),  
Wendy  Magoronga  (2012),  Robert  Ainsworth  (2013)  

  
Professional  Service  

  
External  Grant  Reviewer,  Amherst  College,  2015  
  
External  tenure  letter  writer:  x  1  
  
Session  Organizer,  “Authoritarianism,  Centre-­‐‑Local  Delegation,  and  the    
   Economy,”  World  Economic  History  Congress,  Kyoto,  Japan,  August  2015  
  
Co-­‐‑organizer,  AALAC  –  Mellon  23  Workshop,  “The  Economic  History  of  Race,  

Class,  and  Gender,”  Middlebury  College,  April  2015  
  
Invited  Expert,  European  Historical  Economics  Society  Summer  School,  Berlin,    
   Germany,  2014  
  
Expert  Reviewer,  Russian  National  Award  in  Applied  Economics,  2013-­‐‑2014  
  
Member,  EHA  Committee  on  Research  in  Economic  History,  2013-­‐‑2016  
  
Conference  Co-­‐‑Organizer,  “Russian,  Soviet,  and  Post-­‐‑Soviet  Economic  History:    

New  Frontiers,”  Program  in  Economic  History,  Yale  University,  
November  2013.  

  
Co-­‐‑organizer,  AALAC  –  Mellon  23  Workshop,  “Change  and  Continuity:  
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Economic  History  in  the  Liberal  Arts  Context,”  Denison  University,  April  
2013  

  
External  Thesis  Referee,  Master’s  Degree  Program,  New  Economic  School  of  

Moscow,  2009-­‐‑2010  
  
Co-­‐‑organizer  of  session  “The  Comparative  History  of  Paying  for  Public  Goods,”  

World  Economic  History  Congress,  Utrecht,  Netherlands,  August  2009  
  
Workshop  organizer,  “Tips  for  the  Academic  Job  Market”  for  the  Economic  

History  Association  Meetings,  September  2007  
  

Refereeing:  The  Journal  of  Economic  History,  Russian  Review,  Explorations  in  
Economic  History,  Journal  of  Development  Economics,  Economic  History  
Review,  European  Review  of  Economic  History,  Journal  of  Comparative  
Economics,  The  Journal  of  Interdisciplinary  History,  OEconomia,  Comparative  
Political  Studies,  Review  of  Economic  Studies,  Economic  History  of  Developing  
Regions,  John  Wiley  &  Sons  Academic  Press,  Routledge  Press,  Worth  
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